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religion "one by one drop away/* and that
their discordant elements are "mutually can-
celled " ? This also is wholly untrue. Christian
believers, now, do not believe less than eighteen
centuries ago, and their number is increased a
hundred-fold. Some of them, doubtless, have
loaded the common faith with various addi-
tions, disclaimed by others; and these discords
have been turned by many into an excuse
for rejecting the whole. The assumption in
the above statement is of this kind. Succes-
sive generations of Christians have lived and
died in the faith that they have known the time
God, as revealed in His word, and that such
and such doctrines form part of this know-
ledge, and arc a sacred' trust from heaven,
A new generation arise, who reject this faith
and disclaim this knowledge, who profess total
ignorance of God, and claim this to bo a proof
of their superior wisdom. The fact may be
accepted as a sufficient proof of their own igno-
rance of Him. Here, however, it is adduced as a
self-evident proof that their fathers were wholly
deceived. Is it then BO certain that children
must always be wiser than their parents ? IB
the old profession of Pharaoh, "I know not the
Lord/* tho surest mark of ripening wisdom ?
Does it betoken eagles in philosophy, or